The Southern root-knot nematode, Meloidogyne incognita (Kofoid & White) Chitwood, is an economically important pest of cotton (Gossypium hirsutum L.) across the southern United States. According to Starr and Page (1990) , M. incognita is the only species of root-knot nematode known to parasitize cotton. Chemical management options for nematodes in cotton are limited; however; rotation to a non-host crop is often recommended. Proper weed control during crop rotations or periods when land is fallow is important, as Meloidogyne spp. have a broad host range and are capable of reproducing on a number of weed species (Rich et al. 2009 ). Russian-thistle (Salsola tragus L.) is a difficult-to-control summer annual weed ( Fig. 1) , is widely distributed throughout the southwestern United States, and is typically found growing in sandy soils (Beatley 1974) . During the 2011 growing season, galling symptoms diagnostic for rootknot nematodes were observed on 4-to 6-week-old S. tragus seedlings in a field (Fig. 2) near Lubbock, Texas. The field had a history of severe root-knot nematode damage in the previous cotton crop (data not shown). Females were excised from symptomatic cotton and S. tragus roots and second-stage juveniles (J2s) were obtained from soil samples. Both females and J2s were identified as M. incognita based on morphological features (Eisenback et al. 1981) . A total of 10 fields infested with M. incognita were surveyed from 2011 to 2014, where 100 S. tragus seedlings were collected from each field and observed for galling on roots. In all, galls were found on 57.8% of the plants sampled (Table 1) . Similar galls were observed on roots of adjacent cotton plants (data not shown). A greenhouse study was conducted to determine the ability of a M. incognita culture obtained from a cotton field included in the aforementioned survey to reproduce on S. tragus compared to two cotton varieties ['FiberMax (FM) 9160B2F' (susceptible) and 'Stoneville (ST) 5458B2F' (partially resistant)] (https://www.bayercropscience.us/ products/seeds/fibermax-cotton). Seeds were planted in 946-ml styrofoam cups containing a fine sandy loam soil that was autoclaved and inoculated with 1600 to 1800 M. incognita eggs. Inoculum was maintained on tomato (Solanum lycopersicum 'Rutgers') in the greenhouse prior to inoculation. Non-inoculated pots served as controls. Pots were arranged in a randomized complete block design with eight replications and the trial was repeated once. Plants were watered and fertilized as needed for 60 days before the trial was terminated, at which time gall ratings (Bridge and Page 1980) were conducted and M. incognita eggs were extracted from roots (Hussey and Barker 1973) . Data were subjected to analysis of variance via general linear modeling and means were separated using Fisher's Protected LSD (P < 0.05). Galling was similar on S. tragus and to FM 9160B2F and lowest for ST 5458B2F (Table 2) . Nematode reproduction (eggs/gram of root) for S. tragus was 3.7 and 12.0 times greater than FM 9160B2F and ST 5458B2F, respectively (Table 2) 
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FIGURE 2
Severe galling caused by Meloidogyne incognita on a Russian-thistle seedling.
